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received a feels type message 

for the HALBERSTAm 1 Police Office from Robert SIB3SRT, Minis- 
ter of the Interior of S&xony-AnhaXfe „ directing that all 
invalid ballots bo counted as '’yes'* votes, in the afternoon 
of 15 May X94S. 

All the voting officers of the eight polling places of 
ZE3BRMICK were German Socialist Unity Party {SED) members. 
Counting of the ballots started ©n 15 and 16 May 1949, short- 
ly after. 3 p.m., and* returns were available at some polling 
stations at 8 ?30 p.m. They showed a small majority for the * 
?a Bos. M (On the two days about 50 percent of the votsy'Ho®, 

10 percent invalid and 40 percent "lea”). The SED burgo- 
master and a member of the SBD information Service appeared 
at the polling stations on both days betoeen 8i30 and 11 p„m. 
On the first election day they brought with them so-called 
new directives” for the eouafeing of ballot®, and on both 
days enforced their execution. Records of the returns were 
destroyed in those polling station® la which the ba&lofea had 
already been counted, and counting uao resumed in accordance 
with' the n@w directives which provided that each invalid 

was to be regarded &@ a “yes” vote. Only those bal- 


lots on which the cress was marked exactly in the esntsr of 
the Bo K cirel© ?/ere accepted. All other "Ho” ballots war© 
countsc' as ^yes"® votes. Incident® esourred ia sesss polling 








TEJ^S* OWIGIMILJML^- 


Approved For Release 2002/08/07T<^-RpP82-00457R0033d0010003-8 


stations vihen the directives were announced* even some ©on~ 
firmed SED members refusing the carry ou p these directives 0 
The burgomaster and the member of the SED Information Service 
thereupon started to count the votes themselves Q They 
intimidated and threatened the presiding officers and forced 
them to sign, the polling records., Sixteen percent of the 
ZEPERNICil votes were thus converted into H Yes tt votes 0 Sixty- 
six percent of the faked returns were n Yes ?c votes 0 

3o About 30 percent of the true ”Yes ?£ votes were counted in 
FALKBNSEEo The presiding electoral officer,, an SED member* 
had all Improperly marked Ballots counted as w Ye?. ?l votes and 
all improperly marked votes counted as invalid * When 

the other members of the election committee objected to 
this procedure,, the presiding officer declared that he acted 
on oz j ders of Jinister of the interior BEOHLEHo 
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